
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the MatteY of:

Amendments of section 97
as it relates to proposed
changes in the way Morse
Code exemptions for severely
handicapped applicants are
handled in the Amateur
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COMMENT/OBJECTION TO THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY
LEAGUES'S PETITION OF SEPTEMBER 23RD. 1997

FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION
PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY HANDICAPPED

APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE

I "'WI NANCY LEE RACHELS a ndl os i at 3224 Talagrove Dl'iv8,

Tampa, Florida 33618-2562, Telephone 813 961 3441. I cu'('(ently

hold Technician License KF4USJ in the Amateur Radio Service

I object to the American Radio Relay Leagues's September 23rd,

1007, PETITION EOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION PROCEDURES

FOR SEI.IEREL,Y HANDICAPPED APPLIC,f4NTS IN THE AMATEUR R(~DIO SERVICE

fOl the following reasons:

1. TI'''le i)ror;,o~3ed iIIodificati()ns 1,'JouldrequiY' a candidat(, to

attempt a Morse Code test with any and all necessary accommodations

prior to being granted a waiver. Why require a failure of a test

ullcler :specia] accornrnodatfons befo'r,:~ 9\'anti ng exemption, it just.

does not seem to logicall~ follow. If a candi to has a signed

exemption from a certif/ing phy~,;ii:idn" l-'Jhy ::;;hould the candidate

st that could be hoped for

is a half hearted attempt 1:0 satisf/ the test requirement because

the requirement I.AJ i 11 :"3<3.ti<,.:f1 cl v.Jith

~o. of Copies rec'd l
Ust ABCOE ----



ccc\-ti ficat ion I teach full-time in a Community College;

therefore, I beltevf) my ('~')<pe'(icnce gi\!f:!s; ~30nle i.llsight i.nto thi''!

tec3ting attitude of individuals.

2. The pY- oposed moe); f i CD t ) ':: i li·J()U 1d F'er rnl t t he I/O 1u nteer

Examiner Coordinators to request medical information pertinent to

d.n applicant's handic:ap from tl;e,' ertifyirl9 r)hy~'·:icit:ln and to ha\!€"

this information on file before the appl1catlon is forwarded to th

FCC for processing. 8>' i Tnj:) 1 i Cd t i () 11 t he< f~Rr·~\. 1,3 f eque,:;t i fig t 1'1("

right and the requirement of the VEC:to 8vi3.1uate the cer't:ifying

physician diagnosis and conclus1ons. What if the VEC concludes th

cer'ti fyi ng phY::;lc:;lan 1:::: GJrong or incorrect based upon the

phy:,:;; i cia n ':3 mc-?d i c /, 1 ~,c;t a t ""me fit, lAl ho V,JOU 1d bf' cor r eet the cer t: i f/ i llg

physician or the VEe. Since the certifying physician is supplying

the application will be held up ,and/or possibility ll()t P'(OC(~~';::C:

nd riot havc' an)' C,J.E nt,,, knOI,"o!

anything more lhi3l: what is current~ly contained in the ceftifying

physician's statement Tf i II FCC v,Ji~;;h(;~; additional inforlnatioll

this r-ight of inquiry and detennination is g)~anted to t

LllE) appl iea nt "

T~J e p r () p () ~:; e d In 0 d i f I cat i c' II IiJ () U 1. d r e qui ret f"J 'S' \/ () 1lIn t E} e Y

[xarnille'i' Coor,JinatoY' to have i. nformation in support f)"om the

certifyIng phyz·:t(.ian on fil f,,! e the application is prOCG:c,;",;<".,ej

Tn addItIon to the reasons expres in Paragraph 2 above, there 18

the question of the security, both internally and externally, of

the ,3.pp 1 i cant's lii<;?d iCd 1 In f 01 rna tL(HI " f'll ::;0 ( a ised i:::; UH:: qU(;;2~t ion

of just how much information would have to be provided the VEC by



I . f· t.....
\~',e CC'ILI' )/11'\9 P"YSIClan., 80th of t questIons are open ended.

If the FCC wi~:';he~'; to knollJ j'he ;';:'XtC)'(lt /3.nd basi~; uf the medIc,.al

eX':)ffl,.Jtiun, then it not the VEC should rnake the enquuy, t:hat 1~~~

from medical personnel at the FCC to the certifying physici n when

there is a reasonable basis to believe the certification has been

improperly granted.

WHEREFORE,

th(). ArneY'lean Radi,) Rel6\/ \.eagu,:· ";Cj Lembr 23rd, 1997, PETITION

FOR CHANGES IN THE MORSE CODE EXEMPTION PROCEDURES FOR SEVERELY

HANDICAPPED APPLICANTS IN THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE be nied if I

total.

knowledgf!d of tl',,: o::O\jl ... (;nts; of 1:['1(;' Petitior,.

Dated: Wednesday, Nov r 2: 61 I'" 19 9 7 .

3224 TaY-agl'ove D)~iv0

Tampa, Florida 33618 2562
Tc!l",:,phone 813 9 (;<L 14i~1
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to exercise broad latitude in administering
CW exams to accommodate handicapped
applicants. Instead, the League observed
in its filing, there is "a tendency for appli­
cants to seek exemptions instead" of
accommodations.

As of press time, this petition had not
been given a rulemaking (RM) number.
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The CW waiver system has been in ef­
fect for seven years. The League says that
experience has shown that many applicants
without severe handicaps "have abused the
process" by obtaining physicians' certifi­
cations of inability to pass the telegraphy
examination. At present, 8% of those ap­
plying through the ARRL-VEC have re­
quested a medical exemption from the
higher-speed code requirement. Another
large VEC reports similar experience.

FCC rules requires volunteer examiners
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ARRL Vol

e as asked the FCC to change
the way Morse code exam exemptions for
severely handicapped applicants are
bandIed. The League wants to change the
procedural requirements in Part 97 that must
be met, prior to granting examination credit.

Under the League's proposed changes, a
candidate at least would have to attempt the
CW test-with any and all necessary accom­
modations-before being granted an exam
waiver based on a physician's certification.
Also, Volunteer Examiner Coordinators
(VECs) would be entitled to request medical
information pertinent to an applicant's
handicap from the certifying physician.
VECs also would be required to have this
infonnation on file before the application is
forwarded to the FCC for processing.

In its petition filed September 23, the
League said the two "rather minorchanges"
are needed to restrict the waiver process to
use by severely handicapped individuals
"for whom the process was intended in the
first place and who deserve the substantive
accommodation." The League also said the
changes would "stem abuses" of the waiver
system without putting unreasonable bur­
dens on examinees.


